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Adopting an “Attitude of Gratitude”
I am acutely aware of how
quickly time moves forward,

is now scientifically proven!
Gratitude is good for us, It

it only seems like yesterday

aids

that we were celebrating
our GOOD ratings from

mental health, sleep,
appetite and general

Ofsted and growth in 2015.

wellbeing.

A lot has happened in the
past year and so many

Cornerstone has changed
much over the past

opportunities still lie ahead.
I wanted to briefly share
with you about the benefits

seventeen years. We are
thankful to our Heavenly
Father that many of the

of adopting an “attitude of

fundamental principles on

gratitude”. Paul in his letter

which the organisation was

to

built

the

church

in

our

physical

remain

and

Awesome!

unchanged.

Thessalonica encourages
us to “pray continually” and

Most importantly we are a
distinctly Christian charity

to

all

rather that a group with a

circumstances”. Why? “…
for this is God’s will for you
in Christ Jesus” (1 Thes

Christian ethos. We
continue to support
Christians in their fostering

5:17-18). This presents a

and adoption because Pam

 Family news

challenge to us all.
Personally I am so aware of
all the wonderful things God
has, and continues to do
today in a world where
there is so much
discontent. What the Bible
has declared for centuries

and I have been helped by
our Lord Jesus in this, and
so many other ways, In our
desire to expand the scope
and reach of Cornerstone
we have applied to become
a Voluntary Adoption
Agency and this is now...
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Family News: Celebrating Cornerstone’s 5th Adoption in 2016!
Back in 2011 our wonderful son James

We couldn’t have done this on our own.

arrived into our family. He was very

Knowing that we have a team of

insecure, having been in 4 homes by the
age of three. James is severely disabled,
he can’t walk or speak and has global

Christians praying for us and our family
when going through the tough times is
absolutely brilliant! When your social

delay, we look at him now and see how

worker comes to visit your home, and

he has progressed. He is so confident
and considering he was not expected to

prays with you, it is a complete joy. When
you can pick up the phone at any time

walk or feed himself, he is now taking
small steps in his specialised walker and

day or night to talk to someone it’s
priceless! We are kind of sad now as the

sits at the table spoon feeding himself,
which is pretty amazing

Hornsby family is complete, so we won’t
be
foster
carers

and an answer to prayer.
In 2014 our gorgeous
daughter
Caroline
arrived, again severely
disabled with lots of

health complications and
global developmental
delay. She is the
sweetest child and so full
of joy and happiness. We
filed for adoption in Nov
15th and have gone through a long hard
battle through the courts. We felt very
weary at times but Pam has been our
rock and walked the whole journey for 2
years with us, with the whole backing of
Cornerstone. We’re so happy to
announce that we secured Caroline’s
adoption on Monday 5th Dec 2016!
Praise the Lord!

anymore, but our hearts
and prayers will never
cease for Cornerstone.
Our vision is to see
Cornerstone extended
into other regions of the
UK so we will be part of
the ongoing adventure.
We just want to thank all
the staff at Cornerstone
for their prayers and all
the support that they have given to us,
above and beyond the call of duty.
Through them we have been so blessed
with 2 beautiful children, perfect in our
eyes to love and care for, for the rest of
their lives. What a blessing Cornerstone
have been to so many children and
families. Praying that God will bless you
abundantly!

Kevin, Hazael, James & Caroline

Other Updates
A change of Responsible Individual (R.I.)
Nadine Parker has retired as the R.I. for our fostering
service, but hasn’t gone far as she will be joining the
Board of Trustees in 2017. We want to thank Nadine
for all her hard work over the past two years.
Our new R.I. Christine Osman (pictured) originally joined
Cornerstone as a play therapist in January 2016. She
has had a long career in health visiting and play
therapy, and has lots of experience in both roles of
working with fostered and adopted children. We look
forward to working them both in their new roles.
Cornerstone Growth: New services for ‘Short Term’ & ‘Mother and Baby’ placements
have created excellent feedback from local authority social workers, and great
experiences for the families and children involved. More work creates more work! On
December 5th Mary Schuch joined the team as a part time administrator. She
comes highly recommended and has two adopted children herself. WELCOME MARY!

A Sad Loss: In 2007 Nick Gibson, a local head teacher and adoptive parent, joined
Cornerstone’s fostering Panel as our education representative. Nick became Chair of
Panel until 2014 when he retired on health grounds. Nick died in November 2016
and a service was held on December 10th to celebrate his life, faith, family, and
work. He will be greatly missed. Please pray for the family in their loss, and for health
and strength for all our current Panel members for 2017.

Stop

Press!

After months of
deliberation and consultation, on the
13th December the Trustees agreed to a
change of our logo. We are making it
more contemporary and child friendly,
ready for our new publicity material to be
launched in 2017. We love the new
colours and have lots of additional
artwork to complement the new design.
Send us an email: know what you think?
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with

Ofsted

want to say a huge thank you to those

who appear to be challenging our

organisations and individuals who have

freedom to provide this service in a

given financially in 2016. You make such

distinctively Christian context. Through
the Christian Institute, we are working

a difference! To all of you, and all those
you love, a very blessed Christmas. and

with lawyers to prepare a legally robust

a fruitful New Year, we are looking

response to this challenge and we value
your ongoing prayers and support. We

forward to an exciting 2017!
Blessings, Trevor Birtle (Secretary)

Introducing Parent and Child Together North East
Many of you will know that Pam and

Pam Birtle, David and Diane Griffiths,

Trevor bought a field in Darlington in
2014. They are busy building cabins for

Jason and Christine Clark and last but
not least, Jill Mackey. If you would like to

a supported housing project which

receive regular information about the

hopes to improve the lives of vulnerable
families. This Charitable Incorporated

progress of this work please get in touch
by email pactne@gmail.com or

Organisation (CIO) was registered with

alternatively

the Charity Commission in October this
year. The trustees may be familiar to
some of you and include; Trevor and

07506703429. The charity plans to
produce a newsletter every four months
and are very happy to email to you.

ring

Trevor

on
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