Cornerstone Holiday

In the October halterm families, staff, and volunteers
2 enjoyed a great activity holiday together, in the log cabips
of the Jonas Centre in Wensleydale. The theme for tl‘we
week was The Creation Story, and the children enjoyed
making a beautiful frieze (left) as well as days out to an ige
cream and chocolate factory and a real medieval castle.

Other Updates
As many of you will know, we have applied to become a Voluntary Adoption Aggncy
and this is still being considered by Ofsted who are challenging our freedomy to
provide this service in a distinctively Christian context. Through the Chrisflan
Institute, we continue to work with our legal team to prepare robust responsesfto
this challenge and we value your ongoing prayers and support. Please intercedq for
us that 2018 will be the year that our Jericho walls come down. We will keep walldng
forward and at the right time will make the necessary noise. Please pray for grat
wisdom and abiding peace for us in all of this. We want to say a huge thank yO{to

those organisations and individuals who have given financially in 2017. You mgke
such a difference! To all of you, and all those you love, a very blessed Christmasjand

a fruitful New Year, we are looking forward to an exciting 2018 together.

The Last Word

As Trustees of Cornerstone, one of the things we do separately and together i to
pray, and it is such a joy to see prayer being answered, often in unexpected wayg for
the children and young people that God brings into the care of Cornerstone familfes.

We hold the responsibility of the Big, Scary and Audacious, and also for the rougne,
regulatory and just plain essential work that makes Cornerstone the organisatfon

tick & but Cornerstone the community is what really counts, and we hope you fgel

supported and encouraged as you travel with God. There is space for one or fwo
more trustees, so if you or anyone you know might be interested in supporting

Cornerstone in this particular way, please have a word with Pam. Perhaps, not §ntil
after having enjoyed a blessed and holy Christmas and a joyful shared family tim
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The Joy of the:Redeemed o
| have this nativity on my desk. It is actually the story of g J0Y
with us in miniature. The manger scene is set Withinj Love

t

apple! It reminds me that by one man, Adam, sin came i Peace
the world and by one man, the second Adam, the inf FORGIVENESS
who became the man Christ Jesus, the price for the sing Ww&

the world was paid. How blessed are we to be part of th MERCY’FAITH
amazing and everlasting story. Jesus is the JOY of plir j}'aitﬁfu[nesg

salvation, not a fleeting passing happiness or a fegbod GOODNES
factor for the season but an abiding, enduring deep JOY Believe m/]m

us to know in the stony places and the green pasturgs ﬁ@@

here in time and then forever with Him in eternity. LS

It is in the light of that JOY that | am delighted to bring o
so much GOOD NEWS from the wonderful families, s
and volunteers in Cornerstone at the end of 2017.

We are the only distinctly Christian charity that approv
and supports Christians in their fostering towards adoptiq
journey in the UK and it remains our earnest desire [
expand the reach of Cornerstone.

It has been very exciting to see our story in sevef
Christian magazines and to be on Premier radio again t
year. The response from around the country has been reg
encouraging. Such support and recent growth has given
a firm foundation to press ahead and today, our Trusteg
have agreed to an ambitious plan to set up regional officg
around the UK to support growing clusters of families.
will start 2018 looking for a base in the Doncaster area
serve the 6 families currently in the Yorkshire and Humbs
region and reach South into Lincoln and the Midlands. T
North West and the South East are likely to be nd
followed by Wales, Scotland and N. Ireland. These are I
Scary, Audacious Goals! Pam Birtle CEO
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Family News
The headline here is we have 11 families: 9 with children and 2 families waiting fof a
match. There are also 3 families waiting to go to Panel, 1 family in assessmeng 1
family about to apply, and 2 families waiting to start Skills to Foster.

Caroline had her celebration hearing in January and she continues to exceed all
expectations. She was our 5th adopted child in 2016 and | am thrilled to be ablefto

announce that in 2017 we have secured another 14 children with adoption plags

who are either already in placement or due to start introductions in early Janudry.
This is nothing short of miraculous for us when we are not yet an adoption agerjcy,
but Local authorities are so impressed by o
track record that they are willing to go do
our tried and tested route of fostering first ant
adoption when we all agree the time is righ
One little boy with significant special need
who had already experienced an adoptid
breakdown was placed with a Cornersto
family two years ago. This was a fosteri ’
placement, as the Local Authority did not expect this child to ever be adopted BUT
his carers are now moving towards his adoption which is an outstanding outcome

Four children have already gone directly to their Cornerstone family; who have bgen

approved as adopters by the childrelnd

support package agreed with Cornerstone. Two more children will be placed in fhis

way in January. This constitutes a FIRST for us and another first is that we %ave
I

successfully been added to the Providers List for all 5 authorities in the Tees Vdley
after a long procurement process, and have been invited to do the same for thg 6
authorities in the Tyne and Wear region.

Our children have come from all parts of the countjy
and we have been pleased to be able to provige
8l some really great shorerm and permanent
placements throughout the year too. Confidentiali
prevents us from sharing specifics but their Iocr
authorities are very happy

family days throughout the year, one ¢
which was at the OIld Mill in Skeeb
(great venue), the children enjoyed
big art project, African drumming, an
lots of outdoor activities.
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We are delighted to introduce our new Social Workers.
Paul Richardson will be working for us full time.

He has previously worked for Safe Families For Children
and has over 13 years SW
experience. He is married with
two children.

Becky Anderson joins us fron
North Tyneside local authority
She will be working on a sessional basis

carrying out Fostering Assessments
Becky is married with 3 daughters .

Our 'New Office

After 3 years at Bridge House in Sunderland, | am delighted to announce that jwe

have moved offices. As a City, Sunderland has its own Unity Movement whig

N is

called CONNECT. This is made up of numerous Churches and Christian Chafities

working together to serve and bless the local people.

Cornerstone is an active member and for the past 12 months we have be
discussing how we might be more visible and work together. We have now jo

taken responsibility for the old ETEC building and are pleased to be sharing \I‘/ith

several organisations within the Connect Network. The facility allows us to o
again have a counselling and play therapy room which is a great asset. We now |
another therapist, Helen Crooks who has already run a d¢kek Child Paren
Relationship course with three of our families which was a great success and wil
repeated in the New Year.
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